


onsu mers eagerly embraced corn- 
posite products when they were C ~ntroduced, believing that they 

were virtually maintenance free. The 
fact is that they d o  require some regular 
malntenance. The ~ssue surfaced in 2000 
when four Ncw Jersey homeowners filed 
suit against Trex Company, alleging mis. 
rep resen ta tion rlf  the product, including 
pmhlems with m d d .  In 2004, the Su- 
perior Court  of New Jersey allowed the 
case to become a nationwide class action 
lawsuit. Trex Company disputes the al- 
leKat!ons in the lawsuit, but decided to 
settle our of court. 

The litigation brought to Iight one 
of the most frequent consumer corn- 

about composite decking - the 
buildup of mold and mildew on the deck 
surface. Mold and mildew are often used 
inrerchangeahly as generic terms that 

describe a naturally occurring growth on 
a surface. There are thousands of mold 
spores floating in a cubic foot c l f  air, and 
mold spores can be found on any indoor 
or outdoor surface. 

Mold needs a food source, mois. 
ture,  and the  proper temperature to 

grow. That focd source can include 
dirt, pollen, pollutants, leaf litter, or 
food spills. Without mt~isture, the mold 
spores lie dormant until favorable condi- 
tions occur. When mold releases spores 
and dies, it changes to a dark color, 
which is the stain that appears on a deck 
or  other surface. Regular cleaning of 
the surface helps remove food sources 
as well as dormant  mold spores and 
reduces the likelihood of mold growing 
on the surface. 

"Mold has  no th ing  KO do with 
composites or with lumber," says Rick 

Trottier, Technical Sales Manager, Cor- 
recrDeck, Ridclerti~rcl, Maine. "Thu con- 
sumer has to understand that rnt~ld can 
grow o n  anything, hut  as long as the cieck 
surfacc is kept clean, i t 's less likely that 
mold wlll have a chance TO congregnre 
and grow there." He aclrls that when the 
mold does firr)w, it  rclcascs more spores 
and magnifies the prt,l)lcrn. 

Correctneck led thc  ct)mposite 
inrlustry hy addressing the mold rsslle 
when it  added mold inhihitilrs t o  it5 
composite products in 1999. L-~st ycar, 

CorrectDeck hegan 11 tilizing M i c r i ~ h n ~ ~ @  
technology to help prevent darnaging 
mold. Microhan antimicrobial ptoduct 
protection can he ftmncl in hundreds 
of consumer and industrial, products 
around the world, ranging from towels 
to air conditioning units. 

When microbes come In contact 

24 May-June 2006 pmfm10nal deck bullder 






	Acr7343.tmp
	Acr734B.tmp
	Acr7353.tmp



